
Jenna¶s response Wo Ma\or Simmons Planning Commission AppoinWmenWs and Process:

I ZanW Wo Whank Whe applicanWs and commXniW\ for sWicking ZiWh Xs as Ze learn Wo Zork WogeWher
as a coXncil, and nail doZn Whe rXles for commiWWee appoinWmenWs. In all honesW\, I am e[haXsWed
and frXsWraWed and embarrassed b\ Whe process and oXr acWions so far. We made a sWep forZard
Whis afWernoon.

An appoinWmenW process Zas pXW in place lasW \ear Wo address concerns from Whe commXniW\
regarding cron\ism and Whe Wransparenc\ of Whe ma\oral appoinWmenW process. The coXncil¶s
discXssions oYer seYeral monWhs lasW spring and sXmmer regarding Whe appoinWmenW process
Zere boWh WhoXghWfXl and WhoroXgh. The process Zas adopWed on AXg 3 of lasW \ear.

This process Zas folloZed Wo make Whe appoinWmenWs Wo Whe PC. The selecWion commiWWee Zas
appoinWed, criWeria Zas esWablished and approYed b\ coXncil. The applicaWion Zas posWed. And
Ze receiYed 10 applicaWions.

The selecWion commiWWee reYieZed Whese applicaWions. As a Weam, Whe commiWWee prodXced a lisW
of candidaWes WhaW fully met the criteria City Council approved. Those applicanWs Zere Brad
Berman, Thomas Cambell, Thomas ChrisW, Mark KXesWner, and Frank SeqXilo. EYer\one¶s
applicaWions are cXrrenWl\ posWed online. The selecWion commiWWee proceeded Wo inWerYieZ Whese
candidaWes. IW Zas difficXlW Wo narroZ Whe lisW doZn Wo 3, bXW Ze came Xp ZiWh a slaWe for
appoinWmenWs.

AW Whe Jan 4 CiW\ CoXncil meeWing, Planning Commission Chair Karen YXrka presenWed a slaWe of
candidaWes for Whe ma\or¶s appoinWmenW. InsWead of Waking Whe recommendaWions Xnder
consideraWion or discXssing an\ concerns before Whe meeWing ZiWh Whe SelecWion CommiWWee,
Ma\or Simmons pXblicl\ rejecWed boWh Whe candidaWes and Whe selecWion process, for XnknoZn
and Xnspecified reasons.

This pasW monWh Ze haYe Zorked hard Wo reYise, more ³WZeak´ Whe process. We Zill moYe Wo
adopW Whese neZ rXles in oXr ne[W agenda iWem WonighW.

I¶Ye looked oYer Whe changes Wo Whe original process, Whese inclXde:
ż Added a second coXnselor Wo Whe selecWion commiWWee
ż Agreed Wo posW compleWed applicaWions Wo Whe ciW\¶s ZebsiWe
ż The selecWion commiWWee Zill inWerYieZ all candidaWes
ż A slaWe of nominees and ranked lisW of qXalified applicanWs ZoXld be presenWed Wo

Whe ma\or.
ż Looking aW Whis I Whink ³Whese are noW significanW changes´. These WZeaks ZoXld

noW change Whe final decision made b\ Whe selecWion commiWWee regarding Whe PC
appoinWmenWs.

The ma\or acWed oXWside Whe AXg 3 appoinWmenW rXles and Whe neZl\ reYised rXles Ze¶Ye been
Zorking on since Whe middle of JanXar\. She appoinWed her oZn slaWe. The e[acW opposiWe of Whe



inWenWion of Whe neZ rXle. WiWh Whe adopWion of Whe reYised rXles WonighW, I hope Ze add a liWWle
peace of mind Wo oXr commXniW\ WhaW Whis Zon'W happen again. ThaW oXr ma\or Zill be held
accoXnWable Wo folloZ Whe rXles.

I conWinXe Wo ask m\self ³WhaW is besW for Whis CiW\?´ This coXncil has a loW of imporWanW Zork Wo
do. CiW\ Hall, Whe bXdgeW, Comp Plan, infrasWrXcWXre. I do noW negaWe Whe imporWance of Whe
appoinWmenWs Wo Whe PC. We jXsW can¶W be spending oXr Wime and resoXrces, Wearing doZn
processes WhaW aren¶W broken. The outcome of these actions by the mayor so far have been
creating a divide in our community where one should not exist. I hope and e[pecW Ze Zill
do beWWer moYing forZard.
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